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These technical training materials are current as of the date noted on the materials, and may be revised or updated without notice. 
Always check for revised or updated information. 

To help avoid personal injury to you or others, and to avoid damage to the vehicle on which you are working, you must always refer 
to the latest Mercedes-Benz Technical Publication and follow all pertinent instructions when testing, diagnosing or making repair.
Illustrations and descriptions in this training reference are based on preliminary information and may not correspond to the final US 
version vehicles. Refer to the official introduction manual and WIS when available.
Copyright Mercedes-Benz USA, LLC, 2004

WIS document numbers shown apply to WIS Version USA/CDN at date of writing.

Reproduction by any means or by any information storage and retrieval system or translation in whole or part is not permitted 
without written authorization from Mercedes-Benz USA, LLC or it's successors.
Published by Mercedes-Benz USA, LLC
Printed in U. S.A.
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What is Satellite Radio?

• New media technology that allows broadcast of radio signals over high-
frequency satellite signals

• There are two major providers, SIRIUS Satellite Radio, and XM 
Satellite Radio.  XM was introduced to the market first, but due to its 
satellite limitations, must rely more on terrestrial repeaters than Sirius

• Satellite radio allows for a greater number of stations, or channels 
(“streams”) than conventional FM or AM frequencies, which means 
more variety in programming

• Satellite radio has a different business model (subscription-based) than 
traditional FM or AM radio, which rely on advertising sponsors. This 
means satellite radio is mostly commercial-free (more than 60 
commercial-free streams in the case of Sirius)

• Satellite radio allows for uninterrupted coast-to-coast coverage, which 
means listeners can enjoy their programming anywhere
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About Sirius

• SIRIUS (pronounced “Serious”) 
was founded in 1990 as “CD 
Radio”, and currently has a 
growing base of over a quarter-
million subscribers

• SIRIUS also has installation 
agreements with Chrysler, 
Dodge, Jeep, BMW, MINI, Ford, 
Jaguar, Volvo, Mazda, Land 
Rover, Audi, Volkswagen, 
Nissan, Infiniti, trucks from 
Freightliner and Sterling, Monaco 
Coach recreational vehicles, 
Thunderbird Formula 
powerboats, and John Deere 
agricultural equipment
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